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that these ideas are important, why hold
them hostage to a political campaign? If
you really believe that tax cuts can create
jobs, pass my growth package now. If you
want to get a handle on Government spend-
ing, put a line-item veto on my desk right
now and give me a chance to get this deficit
under control. I’ll start cutting right away.
If you want to control mandatory spending,
convince the Congress to adopt this pro-
posed savings plan just next week. They
don’t have to wait. If you really want to
reform health care, bring it up. Our plan
is up there. It’s a good one. Bring it up,
and vote on it. If you really believe in a
balanced budget amendment, let’s call it
up and vote for it again. And leave the
pressure off of these Members, and let
them vote their consciences, and let them
do what’s right for the American people.
Send it to your States right now for ratifica-
tion.

Now, the plan I’ve outlined today, a plan
based on so many ideas that you’ve fit into
the system, ALEC ideas, ALEC initiatives,
is the strong, compelling action that our
economy desperately needs. Quite frankly,
I don’t expect the other side to come for-
ward and back their ideas, these pronounce-
ments, back them with action. I think
there’s a Trojan horse lurking in the weeds,

ready to pull a fast one on the American
people, and I simply am not going to let
that happen.

In the next 4 months and for the next
4 years, I will accelerate our fight for these
tax incentives and lowering the taxes, for
budgetary discipline, for making the tough
calls on runaway spending. I will put my
case in words, but I will back my words
with action. I will show the American peo-
ple we must not return to a failed philoso-
phy for America, no matter how neatly
packaged it is today. It is time to continue
moving forward, forward on a positive, con-
servative vision for our great Nation.

May I thank each and every member of
ALEC. And may God bless the greatest,
freest, fairest country on the face of the
Earth, the United States of America. Thank
you all very, very much.

Note: The President spoke at 9:12 a.m. at
the Broadmoor Hotel International Center.
In his remarks, he referred to ALEC officers
Fred C. Noye, national chairman, Sam
Brunelli, executive director, and William
Raggio, incoming national chairman; Bob
Isaac, Mayor of Colorado Springs; Holland
H. Coors, who gave opening remarks at the
meeting; and James Dobson, president, Focus
on the Family.

Remarks on the Situation in Bosnia and an Exchange With
Reporters in Colorado Springs
August 6, 1992

Bosnia

The President. A few remarks on the situ-
ation in Bosnia and the former Yugoslavia
and what the United States, working with
the international community, is doing to
contain and defuse this escalating crisis.

Like all Americans, I am outraged and
horrified at the terrible violence shattering
the lives of innocent men, women, and chil-
dren in Bosnia. The aggressors and extrem-
ists pursue a policy, a vile policy, of ethnic
cleansing, deliberately murdering innocent
civilians, driving others from their homes.

Already the war has created over 2.2 million
refugees, roughly the population of greater
Pittsburgh and Baltimore. This is, without
a doubt, a true humanitarian nightmare.

Now, the war in Bosnia-Hercegovina and
Croatia is a complex, convoluted conflict
that grows out of age-old animosities. The
blood of innocents is being spilled over cen-
tury-old feuds. The lines between enemies
and even friends are jumbled and frag-
mented. Let no one think there is an easy
or a simple solution to this tragedy. The
violence will not end overnight, whatever
pressure and means the international com-
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munity brings to bear. Blood feuds are very
difficult to resolve. Any lasting solution will
only be found with the active cooperation
and participation of the parties themselves.
Those who understand the nature of this
conflict understand that an enduring solu-
tion cannot be imposed by force from out-
side on unwilling participants.

Defusing this crisis and preventing its
spread will require patience and persistence
by all members of the democratic commu-
nity of nations and key international organi-
zations. Bringing peace again to the Balkans
will literally take years of work.

For months now we’ve been working with
other members of the international commu-
nity in pursuing a multifaceted and inte-
grated strategy for defusing and containing
the Baltic conflict. Let me explain the criti-
cal steps that we already have underway
to help defuse and to contain this crisis.

First, we must continue to work to see
that food and medicine get to the people
of Sarajevo and elsewhere in Bosnia no mat-
ter what it takes. To this end I have directed
the Secretary of State to press hard for
quick passage of a United Nations Security
Council resolution authorizing the use of
all necessary measures to establish condi-
tions necessary for and to facilitate the de-
livery of humanitarian assistance to Bosnia-
Hercegovina. This resolution is critical; it
is absolutely critical to our efforts to bring
food and medicine to the people of Bosnia.

This resolution will authorize the inter-
national community to use force if necessary
to deliver humanitarian relief supplies. My
heartfelt hope is that that will not prove
necessary. But the international community
cannot stand by and allow innocent chil-
dren, women, and men to be starved to
death. You can be assured that should force
prove necessary, I will do everything in my
power to protect the lives of any American
service men or women involved in this
international mission of mercy.

To truly end the humanitarian nightmare
we must stop ethnic cleansing and open
any and all detention camps to international
inspection. We will not rest until the inter-
national community has gained access to
any and all detention camps.

Second, we must support the legitimate
Governments of Slovenia, Croatia, and Bos-

nia-Hercegovina. To this end, I have de-
cided that the United States will move now
to full diplomatic relations with those Gov-
ernments. I’ll shortly submit to the Senate
my nomination for Ambassadors to these
posts.

Third, we must continue to isolate Serbia
economically and politically until all the
United Nations Security Council resolutions
are fully implemented. We must continue
to tighten economic sanctions on Serbia so
that all understand that there is a real price
to be paid for the Serbian Government’s
continued aggression. And the United
States proposes that the international com-
munity place monitors in neighboring states
to facilitate the work of those Governments
to ensure strict compliance with the sanc-
tions.

Fourth, we must engage in preventive di-
plomacy to preclude a widening of the con-
flict into Kosovo, Vojvodina, Sandzhak, or
Macedonia. Therefore, the United States
is proposing that the Conference on Secu-
rity and Cooperation in Europe, CSCE,
place continuous monitoring missions in
these locations to provide an international
presence and inhibit human rights abuses
and violence.

Fifth, we must contain the conflict and
prevent its spilling over into neighboring
states like Albania, Hungary, Bulgaria, Ro-
mania, and Greece. To this end, the United
States proposes that the international com-
munity again place civilian monitors, there-
by reassuring these Governments of our
concern for their welfare and inhibiting any
aggression against them.

And sixth, we are consulting with our al-
lies in NATO on all aspects of this crisis
and how the NATO alliance might be of
assistance to the United Nations.

Now, these steps represent an integrated
strategy for defusing and containing this
conflict. We’ve been working with the inter-
national community to advance our work
on each of these and will continue to do
so in the weeks ahead. It is through inter-
national cooperation, through the U.N.,
NATO, the EC, CSC, other institutions,
that we will be able to help bring peace
to that troubled region.

Thank you very, very much.
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Q. Mr. President, are you mobilizing
United States military personnel now to go
there?

The President. The question is, are we
mobilizing United States military personnel.
The answer is no. The United States has
military assets that are available. Indeed,
I think everyone knows that we have had
a significant presence not only in the Medi-
terranean but in the Adriatic. I am con-
fident that we have what assets it takes to
get the job done without any excessive
moves on mobilization. We’re not in that
state anyway. I’m hoping that we will not
have to use force.

Q. What about in the Middle East?
Q. How credible are the reports of death

camps?
The President. Well, what I have done

is task our intelligence community to use
every asset available to see if we can con-
firm them. We know that there is horror
in these detention camps. I cannot confirm
on hard evidence some of the charges that
have been made. It is absolutely essential,
whatever is going on there, that there be
open inspection and that humane treatment
of the people in these concentration camps
be guaranteed.

But in all honesty, I can’t confirm to you
some of the claims that there is, indeed,
a genocidal process going on there.

Q. How far along is the process in deter-
mining that, sir? When do you think you’ll
have a determination?

The President. Well, I don’t know. It’s
very difficult, as you know. The main thing
we’re doing is pressing through this United
Nations action, through the Human Rights
Commission, to get access to have visible
guarantees as to what’s going on.

Yes.
Q. Sir, when you see the vivid footage

from Bosnia of innocent civilians being
bombed and mortared and shelled from the
hills, does it not make you want to send
in U.S. air power to take out those emplace-
ments?

The President. It makes me want to do
whatever we have to do to stop the killing.
I would only suggest that this is a very
complicated military question, very, very
complicated, indeed. We have probably—
well, I know we have the best intelligence

in the world on this, and it is not an easy
military problem even for our fantastic Air
Force.

Q. Sir, if Serbia does not open the
camps——

Iraq
Q. Mr. President, do you have a message

to Saddam Hussein?
The President. Do I what?
Q. Do you have a message today for Sad-

dam Hussein?
The President. A message for him?
Q. Yes, given his statement that U.N. in-

spectors will not be allowed in.
The President. Well, I think what he said,

they would not be allowed into the min-
istries. I would say that the United Nations
resolutions will be honored in full and he
will comply with United Nations resolu-
tions, and just leave it at that. I can’t tell
you what the inspection targets will be, but
if they prove to be in the ministry, the
United Nations has every right under inter-
national law to inspect. And we will help
guarantee that right.

Q. Well, sir, are you getting a little fed
up with this, I mean, with Saddam’s playing
games?

The President. I’ve been fed up with him
for a long time.

Bosnia
Q. Sir, if the Serbians do not open the

camps to inspectors, what would the
next——

The President. Too hypothetical. We’re
going to get those camps opened the way
I’ve said.

Q. Sir, are our allies in full support of
using any necessary means?

The President. No, and one of the reasons
that we’re working hard in the United Na-
tions: to be sure we’re all together. This
really does require international action.
We’ve been working this problem for a long
time at the United Nations, not a long time
but several, a couple of weeks. I have to
tell you there have been some differences.
You asked the right question, but we’ve got
to get them together. I think there’s increas-
ing concern on the part of our allies. So
we are taking the lead in trying to get that
done.
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Q. Mr. President, if it is confirmed that
there are death camps there, would the
United States have a moral obligation to
do whatever was necessary to stop that?

The President. Well, I feel a moral obliga-
tion to see that these camps are inspected.
I feel a moral obligation to see, just on
the evidence we have. So it—don’t even
need to go any further than that. I think
all of the American people feel, and I’m
sure it’s true of other peoples around the
world, feel that we must have access to
these camps, and we must stop the killing,

and we must stop this cleansing process.
Leave out genocide for a minute. And geno-
cide just compounds it and makes it even
worse, if that is proven, certainly.

Q. But to do whatever is necessary, in-
cluding the use of troops?

The President. Well, I’ve said that, but
that’s what our resolution would propose.

Thank you all very much. Thank you.

Note: The President spoke at 12:02 p.m. at
Peterson Air Force Base prior to his depar-
ture for Washington, DC.

Statement on Executive Branch Revised Standards of Conduct
August 6, 1992

In the first Executive order of my Presi-
dency, I established a Presidential Commis-
sion on Federal Ethics Law Reform to ex-
amine the ethics laws and regulations that
govern the Federal work force. The Com-
mission recommended that the Office of
Government Ethics consolidate all execu-
tive branch standards of conduct regulations
into a single set of regulations. By Executive
Order 12674, issued April 12, 1989, I di-
rected the Office of Government Ethics to
develop a single comprehensive and under-
standable set of ethics regulations that
would apply to all employees in the execu-
tive branch.

Tomorrow that enormous task will be
completed. A single set of ethical standards
will be published in the Federal Register
and will replace over 100 different and
often conflicting agency regulations. These
new standards will be set forth in one place
so that the public can examine them, so
that those who do business with the Federal
Government can easily understand them,

and so that all executive branch employees
will have a clear understanding of the rules
governing them. The final rule addresses
a broad range of ethical concerns including
gifts from outside sources, financial inter-
ests, and circumstances presenting an ap-
pearance of impropriety. It also provides
guidance to employees who are involved
in activities outside their Government jobs
or who are seeking other employment.

In the coming months, ethics officials in
the departments and agencies throughout
the executive branch will begin to brief the
Federal work force on the new standards,
another enormous endeavor. I want to reit-
erate my personal commitment to see that
the standards set forth in these new regula-
tions will be vigorously and conscientiously
observed throughout the executive branch.

I am very grateful to the Office of Gov-
ernment Ethics and all the ethics officials
in the Government for their work in devel-
oping these new standards.
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